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Courtesy Of Bard College

Bard College Center For Civic Engagement

A New York state Supreme Court judge has denied a petition from Bard College to move

an off-campus polling site to its Annandale-on-Hudson campus. Bard had filed suit

against the Dutchess County Board of Elections in September, alleging unsafe

conditions at the current polling site and voter suppression.

Donate

Northeast Report

WAMC

8/25/25, 3:40 PM Judge Rules Against Moving Polling Site To Bard College | WAMC

https://www.wamc.org/hudson-valley-news/2020-10-15/judge-rules-against-moving-polling-site-to-bard-college 1/10

https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=650821457076053&display=popup&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wamc.org%2Fhudson-valley-news%2F2020-10-15%2Fjudge-rules-against-moving-polling-site-to-bard-college
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wamc.org%2Fhudson-valley-news%2F2020-10-15%2Fjudge-rules-against-moving-polling-site-to-bard-college&text=Judge%20Rules%20Against%20Moving%20Polling%20Site%20To%20Bard%20College
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wamc.org%2Fhudson-valley-news%2F2020-10-15%2Fjudge-rules-against-moving-polling-site-to-bard-college&mini=true&title=Judge%20Rules%20Against%20Moving%20Polling%20Site%20To%20Bard%20College&summary=A%20New%20York%20state%20Supreme%20Court%20judge%20has%20denied%20a%20petition%20from%20Bard%20College%20to%20move%20an%20off-campus%20polling%20site%20to%20its%20Annandale-on-Hudson%20campus.%20Bard%E2%80%A6&source=WAMC
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuzmDruynWaY2LJibHyGJKffs29eYZF-4RujTfJoPXBK516Yqj1MNP46dZo4h5AT4CgltSu0webRvr0TBId1I_YD-Q43RLDVzoUB2xuORF4MevjSikr327kPQqMXh5bZZrhv1ePkOx5nVyy4oVOICoA8Iq5CZbSUXPRjTwB-TeZMLNMbh_yKN_QO8O461aLgeqKdSLhMge9E_gH5hX153zsNtYSiywmQDRLRKdr692p-FGF4f3VF7Eff_KdlA2D1J8sp1OkqiI8g-Hi2PNrFlinyxAqAmipxvvJocPTC8R-hJUbxBDZlYU8ACXIPu-Ths6xUEg_Xx5n6XYzsSX02MbpO95pDokl67_FtKSsamw6uO8VjtyWSuB_DOc2Nk4&sai=AMfl-YRl4bBEWAzOndIoUXQU8563FEcz7qjgm-TiuE0uoDVpvMAOKuDr8qXkOzBlt7S2LAW1-OgLDzxyzXzzTH8dSa3l46GersiJRryQGjy55_Fpk5ZrdxYVeRg4iAT8qWL8evCxUitJn8rxMp7eStgmldPcAcDpnBTJW4VRXWC0_KlH8MknXQyxW4hy_nxcvvVlBmn9NJpMRP1FZplja1xahlWmZyGQC2exylgWfIAcpNNyCHvaODcZ2koo-mbwzIOzLnsRN5ZBi3dhPnng&sig=Cg0ArKJSzI319dh7oKUA&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://mailchi.mp/wamc/airwaves
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuzmDruynWaY2LJibHyGJKffs29eYZF-4RujTfJoPXBK516Yqj1MNP46dZo4h5AT4CgltSu0webRvr0TBId1I_YD-Q43RLDVzoUB2xuORF4MevjSikr327kPQqMXh5bZZrhv1ePkOx5nVyy4oVOICoA8Iq5CZbSUXPRjTwB-TeZMLNMbh_yKN_QO8O461aLgeqKdSLhMge9E_gH5hX153zsNtYSiywmQDRLRKdr692p-FGF4f3VF7Eff_KdlA2D1J8sp1OkqiI8g-Hi2PNrFlinyxAqAmipxvvJocPTC8R-hJUbxBDZlYU8ACXIPu-Ths6xUEg_Xx5n6XYzsSX02MbpO95pDokl67_FtKSsamw6uO8VjtyWSuB_DOc2Nk4&sai=AMfl-YRl4bBEWAzOndIoUXQU8563FEcz7qjgm-TiuE0uoDVpvMAOKuDr8qXkOzBlt7S2LAW1-OgLDzxyzXzzTH8dSa3l46GersiJRryQGjy55_Fpk5ZrdxYVeRg4iAT8qWL8evCxUitJn8rxMp7eStgmldPcAcDpnBTJW4VRXWC0_KlH8MknXQyxW4hy_nxcvvVlBmn9NJpMRP1FZplja1xahlWmZyGQC2exylgWfIAcpNNyCHvaODcZ2koo-mbwzIOzLnsRN5ZBi3dhPnng&sig=Cg0ArKJSzI319dh7oKUA&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://mailchi.mp/wamc/airwaves
https://wamc.secureallegiance.com/wamc/WebModule/Donate.aspx?P=LBCHWEB&PAGETYPE=PLG&CHECK=y%2b3MDpU9Tvg7IwNM1Kmg6uzWDeZ%2beA1M
https://www.wamc.org/
https://www.wamc.org/


The lawsuit filed by Bard College and the Andrew Goodman Foundation, which supports

student voting across the country, claimed the Dutchess County Board of Elections

allegedly violated students’ voting rights, and wanted to move the District 5 polling site

in Red Hook to the Bard campus. Jonathan Becker is Bard’s Executive Vice President

and Vice President for Academic Affairs.

“Well, the judge found merit in our arguments, and even conceded that a polling place at

Bard is likely to be better and safer, but ruled against us on process,” Becker says.

He says the polling site at St. John’s Episcopal Church, about a mile-and-a-half from

campus, is not compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act and related state law.

In her decision, the judge says the petitioners did not raise ADA issues in a February

letter to the county election commissioners, nor did they provide any evidence that

voters have been disenfranchised because of accessibility issues. The judge writes that

while petitioners stated good cause for consideration to be given to moving the polling

place, they offered no explanation for not starting their action earlier, and now it is too

close to the election to continue with legal action and consider moving the polling

place.

Democratic Dutchess County Board of Elections Commissioner Elizabeth Soto

submitted a letter saying she agrees with Bard that the polling site should be moved on

campus. Republican Dutchess County Elections Commissioner Erik Haight, in an

emailed statement, says, “The rule of law has prevailed and I’m gratified the Court

reached the obvious decision. I think this is a good teaching lesson for the students

that if you don’t get what you want, you shouldn’t just run off to court and waste

everyone’s time and taxpayer’s money.”

Becker, who also is director of Bard College’s Center for Civic Engagement, says they

are reviewing all options to challenge the decision.

“One of the main bases of the ruling was that the judge agreed with Commissioner

Haight’s claim that it is too late to move the polling site, that moving a polling site would

be unfair to voters,” Becker says. “However, in an act of total cynicism, literally the day

after the judge made the decision, two other polling sites in Red Hook were moved from

town hall.”

Northeast Report

WAMC

8/25/25, 3:40 PM Judge Rules Against Moving Polling Site To Bard College | WAMC

https://www.wamc.org/hudson-valley-news/2020-10-15/judge-rules-against-moving-polling-site-to-bard-college 2/10



Becker, who votes in District 7, says he learned of the polling site changes after asking

the Red Hook town supervisor. Red Hook Town Hall, which had served as the polling

sites for these Districts 7 and 8, remains closed to the public because of COVID-19. The

two districts will now vote at the middle school. Haight did not respond to a question on

these polling site changes in time for this broadcast.

“We believe that the Board of Elections, Commissioner Haight, deceived the judge in

their claims that it was impossible to move the polling site at this late date, and we’ll

continue to push for what we think it right, which is a safer, more appropriate handicap-

accessible polling site on Bard campus,” Becker says.

For previous elections, Bard has provided shuttles to the polling site, which follows a

windy, country road, inaccessible by public transit. Becker says the college will find a

safe, socially distanced way to transport students to the site.

“We are encouraging students to do absentee ballots, but all the data show that young

people do not fill out absentee ballots the same as other people,” says Becker.

Becker says generations of student leaders have worked to bring a polling site to

campus dating back to the early 2000s.
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